Reading – We will be reading from six different themes out of our Trophies Reading text book.  Our main focus will be on the development of vocabulary, increasing fluency, and reading comprehension.  Students will be grouped according to their abilities during intervention time. Specific skills will be concentrated during this intervention time in order to improve all reading goals.  Some of the novels that could be supplemented into our reading program include: Mrs. Frisby & The Rats if NIMH, Call of the Wild, and Number the Stars to enhance our curriculum.  
Spelling – Students will get an “Individualized Word List” each Monday.  They will keep one copy of it at school and are expected to take the other list home for nightly practice.  On Tuesdays, they will write the words five times each and also demonstrate that they know the meaning of the word by using it in a sentence on Wednesday.  Thursdays we will be focusing on skill work and review.  The posttest will be given each Friday.   

English – We will generally follow the textbook throughout the year with a couple of units each quarter.  However, each quarter.  However, we do incorporate writing of letters, reports, stories, and research in our numerous interdisciplinary projects.  
Math – A daily assignment will be given.  The students’ math books will always have sample problems of the math skills we are working on.  If you need to help your child, this is a resource that you can use.  The chapter reviews found in the textbook are excellent samples of what the chapter tests will look like.  The mastery of the basic facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division) is a must by 6th Grade.  We will be assessing this often and appreciate any help given at home.
**Calculators- We will be using calculators to figure daily assignment percentages.  It is not to be used to replace mental calculating skills.  

*Mrs. Waddle will be teaching 6th grade Math this year.

Science – Topics this year include:  Plants; Energy, Sound, & Light; Migration of Birds; Movement of the Earth’s Crust; Rocks and Minerals; Biodiversity; and Muscle & Skeletal Systems.  The students will be taking notes and/or doing experiments daily.  All students will be given study guides before testing.  Please take advantage of them in preparation for testing. Instruction will be delivered by lecture,  Power Points, and videos as well.   
Social Studies – Ancient Civilizations, Medieval Europe, Canada, India Australia, and Africa are the global sites for this year’s Social Studies.  Emphasis will be placed on research and an understanding of cultural diversity.  Our text will be used some during the first semester while the main thrust of our learning will be concluded with hands on projects.  
Homework 

As much times as possible will be given to the students to complete their assignments in school; however, there will be times for homework.  

Supplies
Please ask your child at various times throughout the school year if they need to replace any of their supplies.  We expect students to come prepared for class every day.  
Assignment Notebooks 

Students will be provided with an assignment notebook.  It will be their responsibility to keep it current with all of their assignments.  We ask the parents to assign it every night.  This will help to reinforce the habit of responsibility.  A teacher will check it ever morning.  Later, we will increase the responsibility and independence of the assignment to the students.  We will go on the “Honor System” that they are filling it out.  If a problem develops, we may ask that you start signing it again.  

